
Received March 14, 2022, accepted April 18, 2022, date of publication April 22, 2022, date of current version May 5, 2022.

Digital Object Identifier 10.1109/ACCESS.2022.3169749

Improved Squirrel Search Algorithm Driven
Cascaded 2DOF-PID-FOI Controller for
Load Frequency Control of Renewable
Energy Based Hybrid Power System
GEETANJALI DEI1, DEEPAK KUMAR GUPTA1, BINOD KUMAR SAHU2, (Member, IEEE),
AMITKUMAR V. JHA 1, BHARGAV APPASANI 1, HOSSAM M. ZAWBAA 3,4,
AND SALAH KAMEL 5
1School of Electrical Engineering, Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology (Deemed to be University), Bhubaneswar 751024, India
2Department of Electrical Engineering, Siksha ’O’ Anusandhan (Deemed to be University), Bhubaneswar 751030, India
3Faculty of Computers and Artificial Intelligence, Beni-Suef University, Beni Suef 62511, Egypt
4CeADAR Irelands Center for Applied AI, Technological University Dublin, Dublin, D7 EWV4 Ireland
5Electrical Engineering Department, Faculty of Engineering, Aswan University, Aswan 81542, Egypt

Corresponding author: Hossam M. Zawbaa (hossam.zawbaa@gmail.com)

The work of Hossam M. Zawbaa was supported by the European Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and Enterprise Ireland through the Marie
Skłodowska-Curie under Grant 847402.

ABSTRACT Renewable energy-based hybrid power systems are being increasingly deployed across the
globe to reduce carbon emissions. The system frequency and tie-line power tend to fluctuate due to system
operating conditions. These fluctuations can bemaintainedwithin the desired limits using optimally designed
controllers. In this article, the recently developed improved squirrel search algorithm (ISSA) is used to tune
the parameters of different controllers, such as the proportional-integral-differential (PID), two degrees of
freedom PID (2DOF-PID), three degrees of freedom PID (3DOF-PID), and a cascaded 2DOF-PID fractional
order integral (FOI) to improve the performance of the system. The effectiveness of the best controller tuned
with ISSA is compared with other optimization techniques such as Particle Swarm Optimization (PSO)
and Squirrel Search Algorithm (SSA). A two-area multi-machine hybrid power system is considered to
demonstrate the robustness of the proposed concept. The first area consists of a thermal, a hydro, and
a wind power plant, while the second area consists of a thermal, a hydro, and a diesel power plant.
Comparative performance analysis is carried out to obtain the best controller, tunedwith the best optimization
technique. Various case studies have been developed to check the system’s robustness, flexibility, and
reliability.

INDEX TERMS Improved squirrel search algorithm (ISSA), integral time multiplied by absolute error
(ITAE), load frequency control (LFC), particle swarm optimization (PSO), PID, squirrel search algo-
rithm (SSA).

I. INTRODUCTION
Renewable energy is being explored to minimize the car-
bon emissions of traditional sources. Consequently, modern
power systems consist of both renewable and non-renewable
energy sources. A multi-area power system having multi-
ple generators operates at the rated frequency and voltage.
If there is an imbalance between the generated power (Pg)
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and the instantaneous load (Pd), the base frequency deviates
from the rated value [1]. If Pg is less than Pd, the gen-
erators’ speed decreases, consequently decreasing the sys-
tem’s frequency and vice versa. The main requirement of a
multi-area power system is the stable frequency of operation
as unstable frequency deteriorates its power quality. Auto-
matic gain control (AGC) is used to attenuate the frequency
fluctuations and maintain the power quality. The increasing
size of the power system and the increasing power demand
make the AGC’s task of maintaining frequency stability
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challenging [2]. Installation of an adequate controller is very
important to reduce the frequency and tie-line power variation
under different operational shifts.

A. LITERATURE SURVEY
Several AGC techniques have been proposed to maintain the
frequency stability of the power system, such as optimal con-
trol techniques, fuzzy logic-based control techniques, adap-
tive neuro-fuzzy inference system-based control techniques,
etc. Genetic algorithm (GA), particle swarm optimization
(PSO), differential evolution (DE), teaching learning-based
optimization (TLBO), etc., have been used to optimize the
parameters of the controller and to improve the dynamic
responses of the system. Among various optimization tech-
niques, Genetic Algorithm (GA) has been implemented and
reported in [3] for load frequency control under three area test
systems in deregulated environment. Nanda et al. employed
an integral (I) controller in a hydro-thermal system, with
constraints on the generate rate in continuous and discrete
modes with the help of Bacterial Foraging-Based Optimiza-
tion Technique [4]. Golpira et al. implemented the GA tech-
nique in a three-area system to investigate the effects of
time delay, Governor Dead Band (GDB) and Generation Rate
Constraint(GRC) [5]. Hybrid bacteria foraging optimization
algorithm with PSO has been reported to deal with the
issue of a load frequency control for linear and nonlinear
interconnected systems [6]. Rabindra Kumar et al. consid-
ered the non-linearity of the governor dead band for main-
taining frequency using DE optimized parallel 2-DOF PID
controller [7]. Sahu et al. proved the supremacy of fuzzy-
PID controller based on hybrid DEPSO with a conventional
PID controller [8]. Nanda et al. considered a three-
area thermal power system and used the minority charge
carrier-inspired algorithm for implementing the AGC [9].
Dash P. et al. implemented a PI-PD cascade controller in a
multi-area power system and explained the controller’s per-
formance by tuning its parameter by integrating the flower
pollination algorithm [10]. Sahu et al. proposed a 2-Degree of
Freedom Proportional–Integral–Derivative controller based
on the TLBO algorithm [11]. Saha et al. designed a controller
by cascading two degrees of freedom proportional-integral-
derivative with a filter (2DOF-PIDN) and a fractional-order
integrator controller [(2DOF-PIDN)-FOI] [12]. The whale
optimization algorithm (WOA) is implemented to optimize
the controller gains of PIDN, PIDN-FOI, and (2DOF-PIDN)-
FOI controller. The system analyzed by the author was
integrated with electric vehicles, distributed generation, and
energy storage devices. Gupta et al. reported comparing dif-
ferent optimization techniques such as GSA, FA, and PSO to
apply load frequency control in a hybrid power system [13].
Hassanein Hany M et al. investigated the time response of a
power system by incorporating renewable sources and tuning
the parameters using the whale optimization algorithm [14].
Abd-Elazim et al. developed a controller for implementing
FA in a hybrid system consisting of a thermal generator and
photovoltaic (PV) system [15]. The developed controller’s

response is much better than the GA optimized controller.
Jha et al. incorporated several optimization techniques, such
as the GA, PSO, and firefly algorithm (FA), to optimize
the parameters of PI controllers in a hydro-thermal sys-
tem [16]. Cao et al. investigated the system’s performance
using PSO by designing a fractional order controller [17].
A detailed guide to multi-objective optimization techniques
for meta-heuristics application is reported. In this paper,
a multi-source system incorporating hydro and gas units was
tested to verify the effects of GRC and GDB. The system
was analyzed with and without RFB. Mohapatra et al. ana-
lyzed a system implementing a quasi-oppositional-based salp
swarm algorithm to tune the controller gains [18]. A new
hybrid gravitational search algorithm with firefly has been
used to tune the PID controllers for the LFC of two area
systems [19]. An improved PSO has been reported for apply-
ing LFC for two area hybrid test systems [20]. Wang et al.
reported event-based secure H∞ load frequency control for a
delayed power system under different operational shifts [21].
Saikia et al. implemented integral controllers based on Bac-
teria foraging optimization to investigate a hydro-thermal
system with three unequal areas [22].

Along with different intelligent optimization techniques
for tuning parameters of controllers for LFC, an artificial
neural network (ANN) has been implemented for various
controllers for improving the performance of the multi-area
hybrid system. Padhy et al. demonstrated the supremacy
of hybrid stochastic fractal search and pattern search opti-
mization algorithm over TLBO and DE for the single area
and multi-area multi-source power systems incorporating
PEV [23]. Arya et al. presented an imperialist competitive
algorithm (ICA)-based FPIDN-FOI controller, which out-
performs under various system parameters and various load
demands considering different non-linearities in restructured
scenarios [24]. The supremacy of the controller is verified by
comparing it with PID/PIDN/FPIDN controllers. Integrated
layered recurrent ANN has been reported as a robust control
strategy for various operating conditions for handling load
frequency control problems [25]. Nayak et al. incorporated a
two degree of freedom - PID controller optimized byDE algo-
rithm presenting GRC, GDB, and reheat type turbine [26].
Fuzzy logic-based controller has been reported for frequency
stabilization under a deregulated environment [27].

Apart from various intelligent optimization techniques
used to maintain the frequency variation and tie-line power to
minimum values, various researchers have used different con-
trollers for multi-area multi-machine systems. Monje et al.
designed an FO-PID controller to fulfil the design specifi-
cations and get the system’s robust performance for vari-
ation in controller gain [28]. Hamamci et al. analyzed the
stability of the fractional-order PID (FOPID) controller and
fractional-order PI (FOPI) controller. Hamamci demonstrated
the better performance of the FOPID controller and FOPI
controller in comparison to the classical controller [29].
J. nanda reported a novel controller for frequency stabi-
lization for hybrid thermal, hydroelectric systems in [30].
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Vilanova et al. addressed the robustness of the Two-Degree-
of-Freedom PI controller by implementing simple tuning
rules [31]. Kim et al. suggested a 3-DOF-EI-PID controller
with emotion function [32]. The immune algorithm opti-
mizes the controller. Debbarma at. al. reported a non-integer
controller for LFC of multi-area thermal systems under
deregulated environment [33]. Arya et al. demonstrated the
dynamic behavior of power systems incorporating gas, hydro,
and thermal plants by implementing Fractional Order Fuzzy
(FOF)-PID controller and using redox flow batteries [34].
Nayak et al. designed an interval type-2 fuzzy-PID controller
with a derivative filter and analyzed the system time response
by implementing the Adaptive-SOS optimization [35]. Sas-
mita Padhy used a cascaded PI-PD controller tuned with
hybrid stochastic fractal search and pattern search tech-
nique for AGC of multi-source power systems in the pres-
ence of plug-in electric vehicles [23]. (1+ PD)-PID cascade
controller for the better performance of the system under
diverse power systems has been reported in [36]. The design
of cascade-IλDµN controller is reported to deal with the
issue of LFC with renewable energy sources and multi-area
interconnected thermal and thermal-hydro-gas power sys-
tems [37], [38]. Abraham et al. implemented superconduct-
ing magnetic energy storage in hydro-thermal systems [39].
Bhatti et al. presented a power system with parallel AC/DC
transmission links. The eigenvalue study concluded that the
time response is much better-considering parallel AC/DC
links [40]. Saha et al. proposed a WOA optimized PIDN-
FOPD controller incorporating ultra-capacitor in a multi-area
system and a restructured environment [41]. The effect of
ultra-capacitor using PIDN-FOPD controller has been inves-
tigated for different scenarios like bilateral and contract
violation.

B. RESEARCH GAP AND MOTIVATION
Although much research has been reported in designing and
simulating the load frequency control in multi-area systems,
most of the reported work takes too much time to settle the
variation of frequency and tie-line power and excessive effort.
Also, the heuristic approach for tuning parameters of various
controllers lacks reliability due to not tracking global minima.
Furthermore, adequate controller design is required to deal
with the issue of LFC and search for the best controller.
Hence, many researchers reported the tuning of different
controller parameters such as PI, PD, PID, FOPID, and fuzzy-
based controllers. The authors used the recently developed
2-degree of freedom PID-FOI controller for maintaining the
frequency and tie-line power deviation within the desired
values with a fast settling time. A new hybrid evolutionary
algorithm called the improved SSAoptimization (ISSA) tech-
nique was proposed by H. Hu et al. in [42], [43], which is yet
to be explored for the AGC problem. The work reported in
this paper gives the concept of 2DOF-PID-FOI based load
frequency control optimized using the recently developed
Improved Squirrel Search Algorithm (ISSA) and installed in

multi-area multi-machine power systems including renew-
able energy sources.

C. CONTRIBUTION AND PAPER ORGANIZATION
The main contributions of the proposed work are:

• It is the first to propose the concept for dealing
with the issue of LFC by incorporating the use of
Improved Squirrel Search (ISSA) for tuning of 2DOF-
PID-FOI controllers parameters installed in two areas
multi-machine power system.

• A two-area systemwith different power units is modeled
using MATLAB/ Simulink environment.

• Each area consists of three different sources, including
non-renewable and renewable units.

• To improve the dynamic response of the considered
system, 2-DOF-PID-FOI cascaded controller is imple-
mented.

• A new ISSA optimization technique is applied for the
first time in AGC.

• The response of the 2-DOF-PID-FOI cascaded con-
troller is compared with the performance of the
PID, 2-DOF-PID, 3-DOF-PID controller to prove its
superiority.

• To demonstrate the effectiveness of the proposed con-
cept, different operational shifts (load change) have been
considered in the system.

• This work is extended to prove the supremacy of the
applied optimization technique by comparing the results
with the results of other optimization algorithms like the
SSA and the PSO.

D. ORGANIZATION OF THE PAPER
The paper is arranged in five sections. Section 2 describes
the ISSA. The linearized models of the two areas multi-unit
system and the mathematical formulation adopted to design
the controllers are described in the third section. The novel
ISSA optimization technique is implemented for the LFC of
the test system in section 4 and the results are discussed. The
conclusion is discussed in the last section.

II. IMPROVED SQUIRREL SEARCH ALGORITHM
Mohit Jain reported a squirrel search algorithm in 2019 [43].
Hongping Hu proposed a hybrid algorithm combining the
squirrel search algorithm and invasive weed optimization
(IWO). The reproduction technique in IWO has been added
to the normal Squirrel search algorithm to improve the per-
formance of a hybrid algorithm called ISSA [42]. A detailed
flow chart of the ISSA is given in fig.1.

The various steps involved in the squirrel search algorithm
are described below.

1) GENERATION OF NEW LOCATIONS
Three situations are considered for the dynamic foraging
of flying squirrels in the forest without predators. Predators
alert the squirrel, compelling it to move randomly over small
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FIGURE 1. Flowchart of ISSA technique for optimal tuning of different controller parameters.
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distances, searching for food in a nearby location. T he
probability of predator’s presence is denoted by Pdp and the
distances glided by the squirrel is given by dg.
R1, R2, and R3 are random numbers in the range [0, 1],

FSht is the location of flying squirrel on the hickory tree. The
location of squirrels on the acorn nut trees that are adjacent
to the hickory nut tree is FSat . The location of the flying
squirrels present on the normal trees and cruising towards
acorn trees to satisfy their food requirement is FSnt . The
current iteration is denoted by t andGc is the gliding constant.
Three different mathematical models describe this dynamic
sliding behaviour.

2) INITIALIZATION OF POPULATION
The number of flying squirrels (FS) in the forest is N . The
presence of the ith flying squirrel on the ith tree is described
by a vector given by the equation (1).

FSi = (FSi1,FSi2, · · ·,FSid ) , (i = 1, 2, · · ·,N ) (1)

where FS ij represents the jth dimension of the ith flying
squirrel. The initial position of each squirrel is expressed as
equation (2).

FSi = FSL + U (0, 1)× (FSU − FSL) (2)

where, FSL and FSU are lower limit and upper limit on the
of ith squirrel’s jth dimension respectively and U (0, 1) is an
evenly assigned random number in the range [0,1].

3) CLASSIFICATION OF THE POPULATION
Assuming ‘N ’ no of trees in the forest. There is only one
hickory tree in the forest. The number of acorn trees is Nfs
(1 < Nfs < N ) and the rest are normal trees without food.
The total number of squirrels is N.
Depending on the fitness values of the squirrels, squirrels

are classified into three categories known as squirrels on
hickory trees (Fh), squirrels on acorn trees (Fa), and squirrels
located on normal trees (Fn). The squirrels on hickory trees
have the lowest fitness value. Depending on the requirement
for better food, the desired location is the hickory tree or the
acorn tree. The target locations of the squirrels on the normal
trees are randomly decided as either the hickory tree or the
acorn tree.

4) UPDATING THE LOCATION OF SQUIRRELS
Considering a random number R between 0 and 1, the prob-
ability of the predator appearing is denoted by Pdp. Pdp is
assumed as 0.1. If R > Pdp, the predator is not present, the
squirrels are free to search for food in the forest. If R ≤ Pdp,
the squirrels are bound to limit their search for food due to
predator presence, and they change their locations randomly.

The current iteration is denoted as t; the value of Gc is
1.9; Fai(i = 1, 2, . . . . . . ..Nfs) is the population obtained
randomly from Fa; dg can be determined from equation (3):

dg =
hg

tan(φ)sf
(3)

where hg is taken as 8; the value of sf is 18; the gliding angle
tan(φ) can be determined using the equation (5):

tan(8) =
D
L

(4)

Applying equation (6) and equation (7), the value of D and L
can be calculated using the following equations:

D =
1

2ρV 2SCD
(5)

L =
1

2ρV 2SCL
(6)

5) MONITORING OF SEASONAL TRANSFORMATION
After modification of the above steps, the season changes are
decided by the equations (7) and (8):

S tc =

√√√√ D∑
k=1

(
F tai,k − F

t
h,k

)2
, i = 1, 2, . . . ,Nfs (7)

Smin =
10e−6

365
t∗2.5
T

(8)

where T is the total number of iterations. If S tc < Smin, winter
season becomes summer; else, it is winter. When the season
changes to summer, squirrels moving toward Fh remain at
the new position, other squirrels that shift towards Fa without
facing any predators renew the locations by the equation (9):

FS t+1inew = FSL + Le′′) (9)

Levy is the random walk model. It can be calculated by
using the equation (10):

Le′vy(x) = 0.01×
ra× σ

|rb|
1
β

(10)

β is assumed as 1.5; σ can be obtained by equation (11):

σ = (
0(1+ β)× sin(πβ/2)

0
(1+β)

2 × β × 2
(β−1)

2

)
1
β (11)

where, 0 (x) = (x − 1)!
In the ISSA algorithm, the reproduction technique of IWO

is implemented to produce new offspring. For producing the
updated position using σiter three different scenarios have
been used in the ISSA technique. SSA is based on three differ-
ent scenarios for producing the updated position using σiter .

A. CASE-1
FSat represents the location of individuals that may progress
towards hickory nut trees. If R1 ≥ Pdp, the offspring of
every squirrel on the hickory nut tree is calculated using the
equation (12).

σ iter =
(itermax − iter)m

(itermax)n
[(
σinitial − σfinal

)
+ σfinal

]
(12)

Moreover, the locations of the flying squirrels on the hick-
ory tree are recalculated using equation (13).

FS t+1at = FS tat +
[
dg× Gc×

(
FS tht − FS

t
at
)]

(13)

If R1 < Pdp, the location is updated randomly.
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FIGURE 2. Multi area multi machine power system.

B. CASE-2
FSnt represents the location of the individuals proceeding to
acorn nut trees for their food. If R2 ≥ Pdp the offspring
for each of the flying squirrels on the acorn tree is calcu-
lated using the equation (12), their positions are recalculated.
Equation (14) is used to renew the location of squirrel on the
normal trees.

FST+1nt = FS tnt +
[
dgGc

(
FS tat − FS

t
nt
)]

(14)

If R2 < Pdp, the locations are randomly updated.

C. CASE-3
FStnt represents the location of the individuals that have
already consumed the acorn nuts and are going towards the
hickory nut tree to store the nuts. If R3 ≥ Pdp, equation (13)
is used to determine the offspring for each individual on the
hickory nut tree. The locations of the squirrels on the hickory
tree is updated using equation (15).

FS t+1nt = FS tnt +
[
dg × Gc ×

(
FS tht − FS

t
nt
)]

(15)

If R3 < Pdp, the position is updated randomly.
Steps of the ISSA algorithm
1. Initialize population using equation (2).
2. After calculating the fitness of each, the fitness values

of all flying squirrels are sorted in increasing order of
objective function.

3. Declare the position of flying squirrels on normal trees,
acorn trees, and hickory trees.

4. Randomly assume n1 numbers of trees from acron trees
gripping towards hickory nut tree & n2 numbers of trees
from normal trees gripping towards acorn nut tree and
n3 numbers of trees from normal trees shifting towards
the hickory tree.

5. Let t1 = 1, t2 = 1, t3 = 1

6. If t1 is more than equal to n1 then again, find the
squirrels on normal trees, the acorn trees, and hickory
trees; else, go to step-7.

7. If t1 is less than n1 perform the Case-I. Update t1 as
t1 + 1. Repeat step-6.

8. If t2 is more than equal to n2 then again find the squirrels
on acorn trees, the normal trees, and hickory trees; else,
go to step-9

9. If t2 is less than n2 perform the Case-2. Update t2 as
t2 + 1. Repeat step-8

10. If t3 is more than equal to n3 then again, find the
individuals on the hickory trees, the acorn trees, and
normal trees; else, go to step-11.

11. If t3 is less, than n3 perform the Case-3. Update t3 as
t3 + 1. Check whether t3 is greater than equal to n1.
Repeat step-10.

12. Determine the seasonal constant Sc applying equa-
tion (8).

13. Check the Seasonal monitoring condition.
14. If the periodic monitoring condition is fulfilled, then

update the position of squirrels in a random manner
by implementing the equation (13). Then check the
stopping criterion.

15. If the Seasonal monitoring condition is not obtained,
check the stopping criterion.

16. If the stopping criterion is not gratified, then go to step-
5 and assume t1 = 1, t2 = 1, t3 = 1.

17. If the stopping criterion is satisfied, the location of the
squirrel on the hickory nut tree is the best location.

III. TEST SYSTEM AND THE PID CONTROLLERS
A. MULTI MACHINE MULTI AREA TEST SYSTEM
Fig. 2 shows the block diagram of the multi-area multi-
machine power system. In the given test system, thermal
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FIGURE 3. (a) Block diagram of PID controller (b) Block diagram of
2-DOF-PID Controller (c) Block diagram of 3-DOF-PID controller
(d) 2-DOF- PID-FOI block diagram.

power plant, hydro plant, and wind energy source have been
considered in area 1 while Diesel-based power plant and
thermal and hydro have been considered in area 2. For every
energy source, a controller is used to maintain the frequency
and the tie-line power within the desired limit. Various con-
trollers such as PID, 3DOF-PID, 2DOF-PID and 2DOF-PID-
FOI have been used to analyze their effectiveness for the LFC
under certain operational shifts.

B. PID CONTROLLER
PID controller is a ubiquitous controller which is simple, reli-
able, and popular. This controller is widely used in industries.

FIGURE 4. Comparison of the dynamic response of the system for SSA
based different controllers-Case I. (a) change of frequency in area 1 for
SSA based different controller-case-1, (b) change of frequency in area 2
for SSA based different controller -case-1, (c) change of Tie line power for
SSA based different controller- case-1.
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FIGURE 5. Comparison of the dynamic response of the system for ISSA
based different controllers-Case I. (a) change of frequency in area 1 for
ISSA based different controller-case-1, (b) change of frequency in area 2
for ISSA based different controller -case-1, (c) change of Tie line power
for ISSA based different controller- case-1.

It is proved in the literature that the PID controller exhibits
superior performance over PI and I controllers. The structure
of the PID controller is given by the equation (16).

U (s)
R(s)
= Kp +

Ki
s
+ Kd s (16)

FIGURE 6. Comparison of different optimization techniques for perturbed
system response with 2DOF-PID-FOI controllers-Case I. (a) Comparison of
different techniques for 1f1-Case I, (b) Comparison of different
techniques for 1f2-Case I.

C. 2-DOF-PID CONTROLLER
The 2-DOF controller scheme is used by taking certain
assumptions on the implementation of the AGC system, such
as the feedback noise is assumed to be zero, thereby giving
a better control with a faster and more accurate response.
Degree of freedom of a control system is the number of
closed-loop transfer functions adjusted independently. The
design of control systems is a multi-objective problem and,
therefore, the two-degree-of-freedom control system can give
better response and performance than one-degree of-freedom
system. The disturbance is directly applied to the plant sys-
tem. As per the assumptions, the disturbance that was pre-
viously passing through the system and then summed to
the output of the plant system is now directly provided as
an input to the plant power system. The control scheme is
implemented with the PID controller to make the scheme a
2-DOF-PID control scheme. The parameters of this scheme
that are to be tuned for efficient control actions are PW, QW,
KP, KI and Kd. Eq (17) represents the output response of the
controller.

U (s) =
U (s)
R(s)

∣∣∣∣
Y (s)=0

R(s)+
U (s)
Y (s)

∣∣∣∣
R(s)=0

Y (s) (17)
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FIGURE 7. Convergence characteristics of SSA, PSO and ISSA with
different controllers. (a) Convergence characteristics of SSA with different
controller, (b) Convergence characteristics of ISSA with different
controller, (c) Convergence characteristics of PSO with different controller.

where

U (s)
R(s)

∣∣∣∣
Y (s)=0

=

(
PW × KP + QW × sKd +

Ki
s

)
U (s)
Y (s)

∣∣∣∣
R(s)=0

= −

(
KP + sKd +

Ki
s

)
D. 3-DOF-PID
The degree of freedom represents the number of independent
control loops that independently perform their control action

FIGURE 8. Dynamic operational shift (Load change) in the area 1 and
area 2.

in the system. It is observed that 2DOF-PID controller con-
sists of two control loops, whereas the 3DOF-PID controller
has three control loops. The three loops in the 3DOF-PID
controller enhance the stability and response shaping and
eliminate the power system disturbances. The respective area
control error is the inputR(s) to the 3DOFPID controller. Y (s)
is the system output indicating the frequency variations of the
control area. D(s) represents the disturbance of the system.
The additional loop present in the 3DOF-PID controller is
responsible for the faster disturbance clearance in the system.
It has six parameters to tune. Eq (18) represents the output
response of the controller.

U (s) =
U (s)
R(s)

∣∣∣∣
Y(s)=0 & D(s)=0

× R(s)

+
U (s)
Y (s)

∣∣∣∣
R(s)=0 & D(s)=0

× Y (s)

+
U (s)
D(s)

∣∣∣∣
R(s)=0 & Y(s)=0

× D(s) (18)

where

U (s)
R(s)

∣∣∣∣
Y(s)=0 & D(s)=0

=

(
PW × KP + QW × sKd +

Ki
s

)
U (s)
Y (s)

∣∣∣∣
R(s)=0 & D(s)=0

= −

(
KP + sKd +

Ki
s

)
U (s)
Y (s)

∣∣∣∣
R(s)=0 & D(s)=0

= −

(
KP + sKd +

Ki
s

)
E. 2-DOF-PID-FOI
A 2-DOF-PID-FOI has five parameters to optimize. Due to
the fractional-order it is more flexible to set the gains and
achieve robust performance. It is quite obvious that fractional
order PID (FOPID) controller works on the whole plane,
whereas its counterpart PID works at defined points. The
FOPID controller has five gains i.e.KP,Kd ,Ki,µ, σ , in which
the first three parameters are integers and the last two param-
eters are non-integers. Fig. 3 shows the block diagram of all
the controllers.
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FIGURE 9. Perturbed response of change of frequency in area 1 and 2,
and tie-line power variation. (a) change of frequency in area 1, due to
random load change, (b) change of frequency in area 2, due to random
load change, (c) change of Tie line power due to random load change.

1) FRACTIONAL ORDER INTEGRAL CONTROLLER
The fractional-order integral controller is represented by the
equation (19).

U (s)
R(s)
=
KI
Sλ

(19)

2) CASCADE CONTROLLER
Generally, the performance of PID controllers is not
satisfactory if the order of the system increases. The presence

of non-linearity is another challenge. Cascaded controllers
(conglomerating PID and its variants) are introduced to
appease the aforesaid problem. This paper has taken an
attempt to study the proposed system by cascading PID
and FOI controller embedding two degrees of freedom
(2-DOF-PID-FOI). Sequential processing of the control sig-
nal in a cascaded controller improves the response compared
to the normal controller. Equation (20) represents the output
response of the controller.

U1(s) =
U1(s)
R(s)

∣∣∣∣
Y (s)=0

R(s)+
U1(s)
Y (s)

∣∣∣∣
R(s)=0

Y (s)

U (s) = U1(s)×
KI
sλ

(20)

where

U (s)
R(s)

∣∣∣∣
Y (s)=0

=

(
PW × KP + QW × sKd +

Ki
s

)
U (s)
Y (s)

∣∣∣∣
R(s)=0

=

(
KP + sKd +

Ki
s

)
IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
A three-area power system, each area having three sources,
is shown in Fig 2. Four different controllers, namely,
PID, 2-DOF-PID, 3-DOF-PID, 2-DOF-PID-FOI, are used
to investigate the AGC of the system. Four controllers are
employed for the four different sources present in different
areas. The controller gains are optimally tuned using the
recently developed ISSA algorithm. The SLP (Step Load
Perturbation) of 1% is imposed in the first area to examine the
frequency stability of the proposed system. A time-domain
integral performance index ITAE is chosen to ascertain better
control as the objective function considers settling time, over-
shoot, and undershoot. The fitness function ITAE is expressed
in equation (21).

J = ITAE =

tsim∫
0

(|1F1| + |1F2| + |1Ptie|) .t.dt (21)

In order to determine the optimal controllers’ gains, the
objective function ‘J ’ is minimized subject to the following
constraints:

kpmin ≤ Kp ≤ kpmax , kdmin ≤ Kp ≤ kdmax ,

kimin ≤ Kp ≤ kimax , σmin ≤ α ≤ σmax , µmin ≤ µ ≤ µmax ,

where the maximum and minimum gains of the controller are
taken in between 0.01 and 2, and maximum and minimum
values.

Various causes have been considered to demonstrate the
effectiveness of the ISSA for LFC of multi-area multi-
machine power systems. A test system includes a thermal
power plant, hydro plant, and wind energy in area 1, while
in area 2, the diesel power plant has been used along with
thermal and hydro-based energy sources. Comparative per-
formance analysis of different controllers (such as PID,
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TABLE 1. Optimally tuned parameters of different controllers with different optimization techniques.

3DOF-PID, 2DOF-PID, and 2DOF-PID-FOI) have been dis-
cussed to maintain the frequency variation and the tie-line
power flow in LFC. Parameters of these controllers have been
optimally tuned by intelligent optimization techniques such
as the ISSA, the SSA, and the Particle Swarm Optimiza-
tion (PSO). ITAE has been considered an objective function.
A comparison has been made to obtain the best dynamic
behavior of all the state variables for the given test sys-
tem. The test system of multi-area multi-machine is built
in the MATLAB/SIMULINK platform, while the different
optimization techniques have been written in MATLAB code
(.m file).

A. CASE STUDY I
To analyze the behaviour of different controllers for LFC,
1% load change has been introduced in area 1, and dynamic
response for all the state variables is observed. Parameters
of all the Controllers (PID, 3DOF-PID, 2DOF-PID, and
2DOF-PID-FOI) have been tuned by three optimiza-
tion techniques (ISSA, SSA, and PSO) under spe-
cific operational shifts. Fig. 4 shows the dynamic
behavior change in frequencies of area 1, area 2,
and deviation in tie-line power flow for all the four
controllers tuned with the Squirrel Search Algorithm
(SSA).
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TABLE 2. Overshoot/Undershoot and Settling time of state variables for Case I.
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FIGURE 10. Perturbed response of the system with 25 percentage change of system parameters (Tsg, T12 and Tt).
(a) Variation of 1f2 with 25% variation in Tsg, (b) Variation of 1f1 with 25% variation in Tsg, (c) Variation of 1Ptie-line
with 25% variation in Tsg, (d) Variation of 1f1 with 25% variation in T12, (e) Variation of 1Ptie-line with 25%
variation in T12, (f) Variation of 1f2 with 25% variation in T12, (g) Variation of 1f2 with 25% variation in Tt,
(h) Variation of 1Ptie-line with 25% variation in Tt, (i) Variation of 1f1 with 25% variation in Tt.
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FIGURE 10. (Continued.) Perturbed response of the system with 25 percentage change of system parameters (Tsg, T12 and Tt). (a) Variation
of 1f2 with 25% variation in Tsg, (b) Variation of 1f1 with 25% variation in Tsg, (c) Variation of 1Ptie-line with 25% variation in Tsg,
(d) Variation of 1f1 with 25% variation in T12, (e) Variation of 1Ptie-line with 25% variation in T12, (f) Variation of 1f2 with 25% variation
in T12, (g) Variation of 1f2 with 25% variation in Tt, (h) Variation of 1Ptie-line with 25% variation in Tt, (i) Variation of 1f1 with 25%
variation in Tt.

TABLE 3. Overshoot/undershoot, settling time under system parameters variation.

The graph shows that among all four controllers, two
degrees of freedom- PID-FOI controller- give the best
performance in terms of overshoot/undershoot and settling
time. 2DOF-PID-FOI controller outperforms the remaining
controllers (such as PID, 3DOF-PID and 2DOF-PID) to give
the best system stability and robustness. Similarly, fig. 5
shows dynamic system behavior with improved Squirrel
Search Algorithm (ISSA) driven optimum controllers.

From the above graph, it can also be concluded that among
all four controllers, two degrees of freedom - PID - FOI- out-
perform other controllers (PID, 3DOF-PID and 2DOF-PID)
in terms of settling time and overshoot/undershoot.

Analysis has been made between three optimization
techniques as well (Improved Squirrel Search Algorithm
(ISSA), Squirrel SearchAlgorithm (SSA) and Particle Swarm
Optimization (PSO)) to get the best result by optimally
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FIGURE 11. Perturbed response of the system with 25 percentage change of system parameters (Tw2, Tdi and R).
(a) Variation of 1f1 with 25% variation in Tw2, (b) Variation of 1Ptie-line with 25% variation in Tw2, (c) Variation of 1f2
with 25% variation in Tw2, (d) Variation of 1f2 with 25% variation in Tdi, (e) Variation of 1f1 with 25% variation in Tdi,
(f) Variation of 1Ptie-line with 25% variation in Tdi, (g) Variation of 1f1 with 25% variation in R, (h) Variation of 1f2 with
25% variation in R, (i) Variation of 1Ptie-line with 25% variation in R.
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FIGURE 11. (Continued.) Perturbed response of the system with 25 percentage change of system parameters (Tw2, Tdi and R).
(a) Variation of 1f1 with 25% variation in Tw2, (b) Variation of 1Ptie-line with 25% variation in Tw2, (c) Variation of 1f2 with 25%
variation in Tw2, (d) Variation of 1f2 with 25% variation in Tdi, (e) Variation of 1f1 with 25% variation in Tdi, (f) Variation of
1Ptie-line with 25% variation in Tdi, (g) Variation of 1f1 with 25% variation in R, (h) Variation of 1f2 with 25% variation in R, (i)
Variation of 1Ptie-line with 25% variation in R.

tuning 2DOF-PID-FOI controller’s parameters (best con-
troller). Perturbed responses of 1f1, 1f12 and 1P12 are
shown in fig. 6 for 2DOF-PID-FOI controller tunedwith three
optimization techniques by considering 1% load change in
area 1 as an operational shift.

Table 1 shows the optimally tuned parameters of differ-
ent controllers with different optimization techniques. Over-
shoot/undershoot, settling time for all the states variables,
and the final value of an objective function for case 1
(1 percentage load change in area 1) is depicted in Table 2.
From the table, it is obvious that the ISSA-based 2ODF-PID-
FOI controller significantly improves the system compared
to the PSO driven and SSA driven controllers. Performance
of 2 degrees of freedom PID FOI controller outperforms
other controllers to improve system stability, reliability, and
robustness.

To track the best possible values of controller’s parameters
within the desired values, the performance of all the three
optimization techniques has been compared iteration wise in
fig. 7. The figure shows that the improved squirrel search
algorithm (ISSA) is tracking the best optimal solution in
quick time compared with PSO and SSA optimization tech-
niques. The same can be stated for 2DOF-PID-FOI controller
as well, which gives the minimum value of the objective
function in comparison with other controllers.

B. CASE STUDY II
In this case, an investigation is made on the robustness of
the proposed concept of ISSA driven 2DOF-PID-FOI con-
troller for load frequency control with large load changes
on a frequent basis. The flexibility of the proposed concept
has been addressed by changing load in both areas after
20 seconds each.

Fig. 8 shows the step load change in both areas with respect
to time. Random load change in area 1 is represented by the

blue line, while the red line represents the load change in
area 2. Deviation in the frequency of areas 1 and 2, along with
a change in tie-line power, is shown in fig. 9. The system has
been simulated with 2DOF-PID-FOI controller tuned with
ISSA optimization technique for initial load change. From
fig. 8, it can be observed that the proposed concept for dealing
with LFC problem gives better system dynamics, reliability
and flexibility of the power system for dynamical change in
the load at regular intervals.

C. CASE STUDY III
The effectiveness of the proposed concept for load frequency
control (LFC) has been verified under the variation of dif-
ferent test system parameters (dynamic operational shifts).
Variation of these different parameters such as time constant
of speed governor of thermal power plant (Tsg), stiffness
coefficient (T12), time constant of the steam turbine (Tt)
and hydro power plant (Tw), time constant for diesel power
plant (Tdi), and droop governor characteristic (R) have been
considered with 25 percent change in their values (both pos-
itive and negative). Fig. 10 shows the perturbed response of
frequencies for areas 1 and 2 and a tie-line power variation
with 25 percentage variations of Tsg, T12, and Tt.

Fig. 11 shows the perturbed response of frequencies for
areas 1 and 2 along with the variation of tie-line power with
25 percentage variation of the ’system’s Tw2, Tdi, and R
parameters. From the figures, it can be depicted that the test
system remains stable even with change in the different sys-
tem parameters. This validates the flexibility and robustness
of the proposed concept for dealing with the problem of
load frequency control for multi-area multi-machine power
systems.

Table 3 gives the values of settling time, over-
shoot/undershoot of tie-line power and frequencies of areas
1 and 2 for variation of different parameters. All these case
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FIGURE 12. Perturbed response of change in frequency and tie-line
power with Generation Rate Constraint (GRC).

studies and their result show the proposed concept’s effective-
ness in tuning 2DOF-PID-FOI controllers parameters with
the ISSA optimization technique.

D. CONSIDERING GENERATION RATE CONSTRAINT (GRC)
NON-LINEARITY
The demonstrate the robustness of the proposed ISSA driven
2DOF-PID-FOI controller, Generation Rate Constraint

FIGURE 13. Bode plot of the entire system with 2DOF-PID-FOI controller.

FIGURE 14. Bode plot of the entire system with 2DOF-PID controller.

FIGURE 15. Bode plot of the entire system with PID controller.

(GRC) non-linearity is considered. The maximum and min-
imum limit for the output of the reheat thermal power plant
is considered as 10% and for hydro power plant maximum
GRC is 350% and minimum limit is 270%. Deviation in
frequency and tie-line power exchange is shown in figure 12
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FIGURE 16. Bode plot of the entire system with 3DOF-PID controller.

with the comparison of different controllers tuned with ISSA
optimization technique. Table 2 shows the settling time
and overshoot/undershoot of the different variables. From
the figure and table is can be observed that ISSA driven
2DOF-PID-FOI controller gives better dynamic response
under different operational shifts with less settling time and
overshoot/undershoot.

E. FREQUENCY DOMAIN STABILITY TEST (BODE PLOT)
To validate the proposed concept of ISSA driven
2DOF-PID-FOI controller for hybrid test system, frequency
domain stability analysis has been carried out with bode
plot. Figures 13-16 give the bode plot of the system using
the proposed 2DOF-PID-FOI controller, along with 2DOF-
PID, PID and 3DOF-PID controller, which shows the positive
value of gain margin (GM) and phase margin (PM) and hence
the stable system.

V. CONCLUSION
This paper proposes the novel concept of ISSA driven 2DOF-
PID-FOI controller for maintaining frequency and tie-line
power deviation within the desired limit in a hybrid power
system under different operational shifts. Optimal tuning
of different controller’s parameters has been tuned with
newly developed ISSA optimization techniques by minimiz-
ing ITAE performance indices. A multi-area multi-machine
hybrid power system is considered to demonstrate the effec-
tiveness of the proposed concept. Area 1 includes thermal,
hydro, and wind power plants, while area 2 includes thermal,
hydro, and diesel plants. The effectiveness of the best con-
troller tuned with ISSA is compared with other optimization
techniques such as Particle Swarm Optimization (PSO) and
Squirrel Search Algorithm (SSA). Comparative performance
analysis is carried out to find the best controller tuned with
the best optimization techniques. Various case studies have
been developed to check the robustness and flexibility along
with improved reliability of the hybrid system. From the
results, it can be concluded that the 2DOF-PID-FOI controller
gives the best transient performance, when tuned with the

ISSA optimization technique compared to other controllers.
The proposed concept for dealing with the LFC problem
is validated under dynamical change of load (random load
variation), non-linearities of the system (Generation Rate
Constraint (GRC)) and also for different system parameter
variations. The proposed concept’s effectiveness is analyzed
in terms of settling time, overshoot/undershoot of all the
system’s states variable’s transient response.

APPENDIX
Kw2 = 1.25; Kw3 = 1.3; Tw1 = 0.6; Tw2 = 0.041 s;
Kdi = 16.5; Tdi = 0.025 s; KD = 0.138; f = 60 Hz; KPS =

68.9566 Hz/ p.u Mw; TPS = 11.49 s; Tsg = 0.08 s; Tt = 0.3 s;
T12 = 0.0433 s; RTH = 2.4 Hz/ p.u Mw; RHY = 2.4 Hz/ p.u
Mw,; RG = 2.4 Hz/ p.u Mw,; B = 0.4312; Kr = 0.3; Tr =

10.0 s; TW = 1 s; Trs = 5 s; Trh = 28.75 s; Tgh = 0.2 s;
a11 = 0.543478; a12 = 0.326084; a13 = 0.130438; TF1 =

0.23; ρ = 1.204 kg m−3, V = 5.25 ms−1, S = 154 cm2
and CD =0.6. 0.675 ≤ CL ≤ 1.5.
B = frequency bias constant
RTH = Governer Regulation parameter for thermal unit
RG = Governer Regulation parameter for Diesel unit,Hz/

p.u MW
RHY = Governer Regulation parameter for Hydro unit,Hz/

p.u MW
Tgh= = Governor time constant of hydro unit,s
Tdi = time constant of diesel unit,s
Kdi = gain constant of diesel unit.
Tsg = Governor time constant of thermal unit.
KPS = power system gain,Hz/ p.u MW
TPS = power system time constant,s
Kr = Steam turbine reheat gain constant
Tr = Steam turbine reheat time constant,s
Tw = nominal starting time of water in penstock, s
Tt = steam turbine time constant of thermal unit,s
Trs = Hydro turbine speed governer reset time,s
Trh = Hydro turbine speed governer transient time droop

constant,s
T12 = Synchronization coefficient.
Kw2, Kw3 = Gain constants of wind unit.
Tw1, Tw2 = Time constants of wind unit.
ρ = density of air
V = speed
S = Surface area
CD = lift coefficient
Kdi = Gain constant of diesel unit.
Tdi = Time constant of diesel unit.
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